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Kevin Govender 

Chairmanės 

Cab 
 
Hi 4 - Wheelers, 
 
Itõs hard to believe, but the òNew Yearó is already almost 2 months old.  With 
the year speeding off as it is, I sincerely suggest you pay close attention to the 
calendar ð it is filled with lots and lots of excellent outings and long trips, as 
well as the Regional Challenge Series. 
 
The first of the chall enges will be held at Highstakes 4x4 on Sunday 21 February 
2010.  I still require assistants / assistance with officiating and running of the 
event; so please give me a shout if you are available.  
 

http://www.4wdkzn.co.za/
http://community.webshots.com/user/4WDClubKZN?vhost=community
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Donõt forget the 1st Noggins of the year next Thursday at East Coast Cruisers in 
Pinetown ð Roger has promised an interesting guest ð catch his article further 
on. 
 
Our outing at the end of the month takes us to an old favourite, Killarney 4x4.  
The venue has lots to offer, with trails graded 1 to 5, and even a s wimming 
pool for the family to cool off in at the end of the day.   
 
Shavaun has sent out membership renewals, this due by end 31st March 2010. 
 
So, start planning those leave dates now, and set aside the moola for the long 
trips ahead.  
 
Until we meet agai n, keep wheeling!  
 
Kevin 

______________________________________________  

 
Jacques Malan 

Latest News  

Internet Fraud !  

To all our members who bank with ABSA (and those that donôt), please be aware that 

there are a lot of emails flying around asking you to update your details.  Do not open or 

answer these emails and simply delete them.  Please make your friends and family aware 

of these scams.  These guys will use your details to clear out your account or to commit 

further fraud.  Below are some examples of the emails I have received over the past two 

months even though Iôm not even an ABSA client. 

----- Original Message -----  

From: Absa Bank [mailto:PulesSM@absa.co.za]  

Sent: 03 February 2010 08:10 AM  

To: undisclosed - recipients:  

Subject: Exclusive Upgrade  

 

Dear Customer,  

 

ABSA is committed in protecting your personal data as  

well as your money.   PlusSM Service console packages for Network 

Security Services have a  features of  patch fixes several security 

issues in all your personal service console  packages for o nline banking 
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safety  because of lost of fund and unauthorized access, we have issue 

this  program to our customers and made it compulsory for all internet 

users  click below  

 

http://64.23.111.138/built_absa/Main.html  

 

and download  SMART PlusSM security prot ection or you can visit your  

nearest branch for more information.  

 

Thank you for using ABSA  

 

Absa Management  

 

 

----- Original Message -----  

From: Absa Digital Channels [mailto:alertcertificate@absa.co.za]  

Sent: 01 February 2010 10:15 AM  

To: malanjj@mweb.co. za  

Subject: You have 1 new message(s)  

 

Dear Valued Customer,  

 

You Have one new security message from Absa Bank  

 

Click here to Read 

<http://www.swingconnection.at/modules/guestbook/notification.html>  

 

Yours sincerely,  

Online Customer Service  

 

 

----- Origina l Message -----  

From: Absa Bank [mailto:secure@absabank.co.za]  

Sent: 13 January 2010 12:12 PM  

To: undisclosed - recipients:  

Subject: Online Secure Update  

 

Dear Customer  

 

Absa Bank have been receiving complaints from our Customers about 

unauthorised use of th eir Online Bank Accounts.  

 

As a result we periodically review certain Customers' Accounts and 

temporarily restrict access to those which we think are vulnerable to 

unauthorised use.  

 

This message has been sent to you from Absa Bank because we have 

noticed some invalid login attempts into your account.   Due to this we 

are temporarily limiting and restricting your account access until we 

confirm your identity.  

 

To confirm your identity and avoid limitations to your Online Banking 

Access,  Please click on this link 

<http://oreilaorun.com/abassrvn/index.php>  

 

ABSA BANK 
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__________________________________________ 

Here is yet another example of a scam email that is doing the rounds 

----- Original Message -----  

From: Dr. William Gerri [mailto:jan@dpvonkuki.de]  

Sent: 28 January 2010 03:20 PM  

Subject: CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE 

 

Dear Winner,  

 

We wish to inform you of the outcome of meeting held on the 22nd 

December , 2009 in regards to your winning fund. The details of the 

outcome of the meeting have been attached, please go  through it and get 

back to us immediately.  

 

Yours in services,  

 

Dr. William Gerri  

Attached to the above email in PDF format is the following letter requiring you to post 

off 250.00 British Pounds to secure your winnings and to insure it.  Believe me; you will 

NEVER see that money again.  Please have a look at the attachment below. 

124 Stockport Road, Long sight,  

London M60 2DB United Kingdom 124 Stockport Road,  

Long sight,  

London M60 2DB  

United Kingdom  

 

Our Ref:        Your Ref:  

 

Dear Winner,  

 

We th e Yahoo/Hotmail Incorporation are here to inform you that it has 

come to our notice that you and three of our lucky winners of our 

promotion for the 2009 has not receive their winning fund due to the 

required amount demanded by the Bank of England.  

 

We ar e actually sorry for what you have gone through from our 

authorized financial institution. Due to over rampant internet banking 

corruption activities, we the Yahoo/Hotmail board of trustees has 

decided to cancel  the award payment through banking wire trans fer to 

enable you receive your fund before the closing date of our promotion.  

 

We have reached an agreement on the 22nd of December, 2009 with the 

officials of the Bank of England and her royal majestyôs court services 

respectively and on the 23rd of Dece mber, 2009 between the Abbey Bank  

International London to issue a certified cashier Cheque/Draft covering 

the total sum of GBP800 , 000, 00  (Eight Hundred Thousand British Pounds 

Sterling) in your favor and deliver it to you.  

 

Due to the urgency, kindly c ontact the Abbey Bank International 

immediately and re - confirm the below details to them with your 

reference numbers:  



08:30:46 AM 

 

Reference Numbers: YHP/UK/2009 - 548608/AD  

Full Name:  

Telephone Numbers:  

Address:  

 

Meanwhile below are the Abbey Bank International Lo ndon contact 

details:  

 

Contact Person: Mr. John Bolton  

Tel: 0044 -  703 -  174 -  1885  

Fax: 0044 -  844 -  774 -  1385  

Email: forexdept.abbeybank@englandmail.com  

johnbolton.abbey@live.co.uk  

 

Be informed ones again that we the yahoo/hotmail incorporation have 

pai d off on your behalf the delivering charges demanded by the delivery 

company: Your are required to send the insurance premium fees of  

GBP250.00 (Two  Hundred and  Fifty British Pounds Sterling) to enable the 

cheque/draft been released and delivered to your address in your 

country. The insurance bond took on your fund was for the security of 

your fund to avoid been tampered with until it reaches your 

destination.  

 

Kindly contact the Abbey Bank International immediately and request 

from them on how to send th e needed insurance premium fees demanded by 

the Insurance Company to enable the delivery of your cheque/draft 

before the closing date of our promotion.  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

 

DR. WILLIAM GERRI (PhD)  

LOTTO CO- ORDINATOR.  

 

________________________________ 
 

An interesting website to go and visit regarding the above type of scams and hoaxes is 

http://www.hoax-slayer.com.  Here you will find a wealth of information regarding all types of 

shenanigans that various people get up to as well as means to secure yourself against 

them.  It makes for some interesting reading. 

________________________________ 

 

Between the Polokwane National and our Noggins in February 2010 is Valentines Day.  

Please do not forget about this important day as it can have dire consequences for those 

of you who do.  Start thinking of those special places you would like to go to and make 

your bookings now to prevent disappointment.  I received an email from the Inchanga 

Hotel General Manager, Marcel Fortuin, which I have shared on email with members.  

They have very nice facilities and the hotel staff is very attentive. 

_____________________________________________  

http://www.hoax-slayer.com/
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Shavaun Lesch 

Calendar 

2010  
COMMITTEE 

MEETING  
NOGGINS OUTINGS CHALLENGES  PRO EVENTS 

DRIVER 

TRAINING  

        
  
         

  FEBRUARY 2010   

  5th COMMITTEE MEETING   

  6th POLOKWANE NATIONAL   

  6th DRIVER TRAINING   

  18th NOGGINS    

  21st REGIONAL CHALLENGE HIGHSTAKES   

  28th OUTING - KILLARNEY SHONGWENI - PHIL & HUGH   

        
  
   

 
  

  
  

  MARCH 2010   

  3rd COMMITTEE MEETING   

  6th DRIVER TRAINING   

  13th PRETORIA 1st  NATIONAL   

  18th NOGGINS    

  20TH NATIONAL COUNCIL AGM   

  19th-22nd OUTING - NON STOP ADVENTURES - KEVIN   

        
  
   

  
 
     

  APRIL 2010   

  1st-6th OUTING - MOZAMBIQUE - GERALD   

  7th COMMITTEE MEETING   

  11th REGIONAL CHALLENGE UMZINTO   

  15th or 22nd NOGGINS   

  23RD - 27TH OUTING - TEMBE ELEPHANT PARK   

  24th OUTING - GPS FUN DAY - PHIL & HUGH   
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  MAY 2010   

  5th COMMITTEE MEETING   

  15th GAUTENG NATIONAL   

  16th CARS IN THE PARK   

  20th NOGGINS   

  29th DRIVER TRAINING   

  30th OUTING - INANDA VALLEY - PHIL & HUGH   

                  

  JUNE 2010   

  2nd COMMITTEE MEETING   

  5th DURBAN NATIONAL   

  9TH - 25TH OUTING - VIC FALLS & NAMIBIA - KEVIN   

  17th NOGGINS   

  27th OUTING  - INANDA VALLEY TO WARTBURG - JACQUES   

                  

  JULY 2010   

  4th REGIONAL CHALLENGE BALLITO   

  7th COMMITTEE MEETING   

  10th WESVAAL NATIONAL   

  15th or 22nd NOGGINS   

  16th-20th OUTING  - LESOTHO - GERALD   

  25th OUTING  - HIGHSTAKES - FAMILY FUN DAY - PHIL & HUGH   

                  

  AUGUST 2010   

  4TH  COMMITTEE MEETING   

  
  6TH ς 9TH   OUTING ς HEAD FOR THE HILLS,  KOKSTAD - KEVIN   

  7th DRIVER TRAINING   

  14TH PRETORIA 2 NATIONAL   

  19TH  NOGGINS   

  29TH REGIONAL CHALLENGE ESTON   

                  

  SEPTEMBER 2010   

  1st COMMITTEE MEETING   

  16th NOGGINS   

  18th BEACH CLEAN UP DAY   

  18th BLOEMFONTEIN NATIONAL   

  24th-26th OUTING  - MZIKHABA - JARROD   
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  OCTOBER 2010   

  3rd REGIONAL CHALLENGE HIGHSTAKES   

  6th COMMITTEE MEETING   

  18th NOGGINS    

  30th OUTING  - GWAHUMBE - PHIL & HUGH   

  30th DRIVER TRAINING   

                  

  NOVEMBER 2010   

  3RD  COMMITTEE MEETING   

  6TH RUSTENBURG NATIONAL   

  18TH NOGGINS    

  21ST  REGIONAL CHALLENGE PMB - TOYOTA / LAND ROVER CHALLENGE   

                  

  DECEMBER 2010   

  3RD - 5TH XMAS & AGM  - NON STOP ADVENTURES - KEVIN   

  12th DRIVER TRAINING   

______________________________________________  

 
Jacques Malan 

Photoės 

 

 
 

I just know this is going to cause trouble ð so Iõm running! 
When I saw this on the internet, it reminded me of Ryan Goswell at the 

Christmas AGM who had changed the emblem on his car because another  
Club member (who shall remain nameless) bent his 4x4.  

______________________________________________  
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Rodget Stearn 

Noggins  

Noggins Feb 2010 
 
The first noggins of 2010 is going to be held at The East Coast Cruisers Club 
House in Pinetown Junction on 18th February 2010.  Meeting old friends, maybe 
a few new members, the new committee and having a wonderful braai and a 
couple of òresponsibleó drinks.  
 
To those of you who havenõt been there this is about the most sociable meeting 
place we have found yet, lots of car memorabilia, pics, and stories.  
 
The security is tops, we are parked behind a high fence with a security guard in 
attendance, the braai facilities are ample and the beer is plentiful and cold.  
 
The only thing up to our members is the turnout, come on join us.  
 
We are having a presentation from Dunlop on tyre technology by their technical 
boys, a chance to ask all those difficult questions we have been storing. 
Remember there are no STUPID questions, only stupid people who donõt ask, 
and then still donõt have any idea. 
 
This Month:  
 
Venue:   ECCCC Club house (Behind Lord William Charles) opposite 

Sandy Centre in Old Main Road, Pinetown 
Date and time:    18 February @ 19h00 
Bring:    Own eats, utensils and a friend  
Donõt Bring:   Liquor, the club house is licensed  
Speakers:   Dunlop Tyres 
 
Looking forward to seeing all our members there,  
 
Roger 

______________________________________________ 
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Phil Jacobs &  
Hugh Cawood 

Outings & 

Trails  
 

Check Calendar for outing changes 

After a very successful 2009, a fair amount of thought had to go in to think up new 

outings and maybe visiting a few old Club favourites in 2010.  Both Hugh and I will be 

presenting our thoughts on the subject to Kevin and the Committee very soon.  Please 

keep a close eye on the calendar over the next week or so for updates.  If there are any 

suggestions from members, please feel free to contact me or Hugh with them. 

______________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Tembe Elephant Park Outing 
23 ï 27

th
 April 2010 

 
Ponweni Camp Fundraising Initiative 

 

 

../My%20Web%20Sites/Calendar.htm


08:30:46 AM 

 

 
About Tembe Elephant Park 

 

 
1. 30 000 hectares; 
2. Big 5 Park;  
3. The terrain is mostly sand forest (beach sand); 
4. Established in 1983 on Tembe Tribal Trust land; 
5. Over 220 Elephant and 30 Lions; 

 

About Ponweni Camp. 
 

 
1. Approximately 20kms into the park from the Main Gate; 
2. 5 basic chalets with 3 single beds and one mattress each (2 rooms). 

Linen is provided; Bring your own towels. 
3. Inside gas heated showers, toilets, basins; 
4. Outside open air showers (cold water only), basin and toilets (with a view); 
5. 4x4 Vehicles only (4x4 trailers are permitted); 
6. No caravans; 
7. The fenced, private Ponweni camp is approx 55m x 60m; 
8. Solar panel 12v electricity is used for lighting and powering the electric 

fence. We suggest you bring a torch with you; 
9. Borehole water is good to drink and we pump daily; 
10. Please note that the terrain is like beach sand (it is an idea to put your tent 

on shade cloth mats and use longer tent pegs) and shady spots will be at 
a premium, however April/May is an ideal time since it is cooler; 

11. We provide staff to clean the kitchens, ablutions, communal areas; 
12. There are 2 fridge freezer units and a gas stove in the kitchen.  If you have 

a gas or 12v operated fridge/freezer it is an idea to bring it along as there 
is limited space in the fridges; 

13. We supply the wood and braai facilities and a fire will be lit each evening 
for you to braai; 

14. We provide a venison (Nyala or Impala) potjie with rice and pap on the 
first evening as well as boerewors rolls at lunchtimes. Please bring your 
own provisions for the rest of your stay; 
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15. We have cutlery, crockery, pots and pans available for you to use ïplease 
wash what you use and put them away after each use. 

 
 
Suggested Activities 
 

 

 
1. Short presentation on Tembe Elephant Park history, ecology, diversity and 

vision for the future of the Park on the first evening before the potjie; 
2. Day game drives. We suggest self game drives and have obtained 

permission for you to access the entire park. Each vehicle will receive a 
map at the gate upon arrival; 

3. Kapuza Market is a local market (not crafts and curios) approx 20kms east 
along the border fence and takes place on Saturdays and Wednesdays, 
and is a cultural photographic experience. We drive there in a group and 
ask permission of the Mozambique police to enter Mozambique through 
the fence (as the locals do) to shop. Typical produce includes: vegetables, 
Moz bread, Lala Palm wine, Moz alcohol; fabrics, clothes, fish, etc.  
Please do not take photographs of the Mozambique army; 

4. Viewing Platform at Isifomithini (not guaranteed). This involves booking 
(please ensure you enter your names on the viewing platform register at 
Ponweni on day of arrival) a 2 hour slot for 6 people at a time to go with an 
armed Ranger to the platform (7m up a ladder) which overlooks the 
deepest natural waterhole in the park. This raised platform, strategically 
perched on the branches of a Marula tree, provides a safe spot to enjoy 
beautiful views of the river and elevated views of wildlife below.  If there 
isnôt any wildlife around to take photographs of, itôs a wonderful place just 
to gather your thoughts, relax and enjoy the sights and sounds of the river 
below and the surrounding bush. Regret, no children under 12 years of 
age. 

5. Hanging pedestrian bridge at Muzi. This is in the NE corner of the park 
and hangs over the swamps. A picturesque setting for a model type shoot.   

6. Mahlasela Hide good hide to visit in the heat of the day to view elephant 
and all other game species. Wildlife photography is particularly good from 
this hide. A telephoto lens is recommended. 

7. Ponweni Hide Good hide just around the corner from the camp. A good 
spot for wildlife and landscape photography and a great spot for 
sundowners. 

8. Viewing tower near the park entrance located on top of the main water 
tank. This elevated viewing tower gives you beautiful 360° views of 
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Tembe.  Panoramic photography as well as model shots with beautiful 
backgrounds of flora and skies can be enjoyed from here. 

9. Tembu Crossing about 3kms South of the Ponweni Camp. Lion and 
elephant are often spotted here so keep your camera on-hand; 

10. Muzi Prison at Muzi outpost. Usually visited en route to Kapuza Market on 
Saturday. A bit of historical still photography can be practiced here and 
some pretty amusing shots of your fellow óinmatesô. 

11. 2 Picnic Spots; 
Simply relax and enjoy the bush here ï its sights, sounds and smells. 
óFamilyô shots are the order of the day. Please be extremely cautious at 
these picnic sites as they are unfenced.  

 

General 

 
1. There is no Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife accommodation in the park. The 

Lodge in Tembe Elephant Park is a Private Concession;  
2. This weekend is a fundraising event where all proceeds go back into the 

park.  
3. You will all be required to sign an Indemnity form upon arrival at Ponweni,  
4. We have special permission for you to drive the entire park (not just the 

bottom third which is all the public are allowed access to). The conditions 
are: 

¶ Access to the South of the Park only between 10h00 and 
15h00; 

¶ No leaving the roads; 

¶ No travelling outside or on top of vehicles; 
5. The nearest petrol station is approx 65kms away so ensure you fill up at 

the last petrol stop and/or bring jerry cans of fuel with you; 
6. Very little cell phone signal in the park; 
7. Tembe is in a malaria area and it is advisable to seek medical advice 

from your medical practitioner regarding the necessary prophylactics; 
8. We have to be very weary of sending out long strings of vehicles. There 

are a couple of troublemakers amongst the elephants (tuskless females in 
breeding herds) and reversing a number of vehicles at speed in beach 
sand is not a situation I would like to find myself in. Highly unlikely but not 
impossible; 

9. In case of breakdown, no one is to leave the vehicle. They are to wait 
for assistance. I suggest that we have a set time for return each day and if 
anyone is missing 1 hour after deadline (usually a mealtime), we will go 
and look for them, given they have advised someone of the route that they 
have chosen to follow. Club committee members to co-ordinate; 

10. Please do not go anywhere near the Quarantine Boma; 
11. Always take refreshments in your vehicle ï especially during hot time of 

the year. Delays are a common occurrence e.g. elephant blocking the 
road;  
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12. Once you enter Tembeôs gates we suggest you reduce your tyre pressure 
to +/-1.5 bar (remember your pressure gauge & compressor if you have 
available); 

13. Prices are subject to change without prior notice. 
 

Typical Itinerary is as follows: 
 

 
 

 
Day 1  

¶ Group arrives ï On arrival at gate, please receive map with directions to 
Ponweni & sign the Ponweni register; 

¶ Travel to Ponweni Camp and set up camp; 

¶ Please sign indemnity form at camp and book for Viewing platform; 

¶ Self drive game viewing; 

¶ 6pm -6.30pm Evening welcome presentation;  

¶ 7pm Dinner game potjie (provided by HOôs). 
 
Day 2 

¶ Morning Self drive game viewing; 

¶ Viewing platform per booking 09h00 and 11h00 and 13h00 slots;  

¶ Boerewors rolls at Ponweni camp from 12h00 to 14h00;  

¶ Afternoon Self drive game viewing;  

¶ 6.30pm Evening self braai; 
 
Day 3 
¶ 09h00 Drive to Muzi Border post; 
¶ Look at old Prison; 
¶ 10h30 Drive to Kwapuza (Mozambique market) with Sipho; 
¶ 13h00 Returned to park;  
¶ 13h00 to 14h00 Boerewors rolls at Ponweni Camp; 
¶ Self drive game viewing; 
¶ 6.30pm Evening self braai; 
 

Day 4 

¶ Pack up camp; 

¶ Self drive game viewing; 

¶ Depart Tembe Elephant Park. 
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COSTS: 
 
Self Catering Chalet - 4 nights ï R980.00 
Self Catering Camp ï 4 nights ï R750-00 
 
These are per person prices. 
 All children of a school going age are 1/2 price.  
This includes pre school.  
All money to be paid BEFORE arrival.  
There is a minimum number requirement of 20 people. 
 
To Book ï Please contact Shavaun on cblesch@iafrica.com  
                       by the 12th March, all payments need to be made  
                       by this date as well. 
 

Roger Stern will be leading this outing for the Club. 
 
 

Thank you for visiting Tembe Elephant Park 
and supporting our fundraising initiative 

 
Travel safely & warm regards 

Tembe Ndumo Honorary Officer Group 

Directions to Tembe Elephant Park  

 

 

 
¶ 430kms from Durban ; 

¶ N2 North from Durban;  

¶ Take the Hluhluwe turn off and turn right across the N2 towards 

Hluhluwe (+-280kms from Durban);  

¶ Strai ght through Hluhluwe through 3 circles;  

mailto:cblesch@iafrica.com
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¶ Left at the 4 th  circle (follow R22 route);  

¶ Right across the railway lines towards Sodwana/Mbaswana/R22;  

¶ Straight past Mbaswana (80kms from Hluhluwe - last petrol/diesel 

stop ); 

¶ Left at Phelindaba circle (+ -55kms from Mbaswana - right goes to Kosi 

Bay); 

¶ +-16kms to Tembe Elephant Park on RHS;  

¶ Sign in at gate and proceed 18kms to Ponweni Camp.   

¶ A map will be provided at the gate with directions to Ponweni Camp.  

¶ We look forward to seeing you.  

 
 

 

 

______________________________________________  

 
Kevin Govender 

Motorsport  

 
Hi All,  
With the Regional Series fast approaching, it has come to our attention that the 
MSA licence fees make it near impossible for most to participate in the series 
at such short notice.   
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On furth er investigation with MSA, the following was discovered: - 
 
Option 1:  
Regional licence @ R650 per person, with a letter from your medical aid 
scheme indicating awareness of participation in MSA event, and medical cover 
therein;  
      OR 
 
Regional licence @ R650 per person, and medical cover from MSA at an 
additional cost of R680 per person.  
Option 2:  
Club licence @ R300 per person, with a letter from your medical aid scheme 
indicating awareness of participation in MSA event, and medical cover therein;  

OR 
 

Club licence @ R300 per person, and medical cover from MSA at an additional 
cost of R300 per person. 
 
Option 3:  
Social licence @ 150 per person, no medical cover required, but it is 
recommended.  PLEASE NOT THAT THIS LICENCE WILL ONLY BE ISSUED ONCE 
OFF, AND CANNOT BE REQUESTED AGAIN NEXT YEAR / SEASON.  This is 
intended as an introduction to the sport, and could be used this year, but it is 
suggested you save in anticipation of next yearõs Series. 
Regards, 
Kevin 

______________________________________________  

 
Kevin Govender 

Regional 4x4 

Challenge  
 

Hi All,  

As we have been making you continuously aware throughout 2009, we have attained 
Regional Challenge status for our annual club challenge series for 2010.  

So, does this mean that you would have to drive obs tacles the likes of the National 
Challenge?  No ð the obstacles will be of a similar nature to the Club Challenges.   All 
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this means, is that we will be running the challenges under the banner of MSA, thereby 
complying with all of the rules associated with a MSA event. 

In order for the series to be successful, a lot of planning and organization has to go 
into each event, which has already started early last year, with the implementation of 
the new rules at Club level.   However, even with all of the effort pu t in at the 
planning stage, the execution involves a lot more people; more important people; the 
competitors and assistants.    

Competitors and assistants will find all of the info required on our website from 
Tuesday 26/01/2010, and a pre -inspection / pre -scrutinizing session will be held at the 
Umzinto quarry on Saturday 06/02/2010 at 14hH00 (this needs to be attended by 
prospective competitors and assistants).   We also require assistants in other regards on 
the day of the Challenges for various activities  including Marshals.  Anyone keen to 
assist in any way, please contact me on 082 883 7482  or ikg@absamail.co.za.   

In order for anyone to compete, they would need to be a registered member of a MSA 
affiliated club .  For this reason, we have decided to offer òCountry Membershipó 
(R200.00) ; this limits membership to the Regional Challenge Series only, and 
participation to other Club events will not be allowed.    

I trust that we will have the support of all the member s of the Club, in whatever form 
of participation, and look forward to a rewarding year of Motorsport within our Club.  

______________________________________________  

 

 
Shavaun Lesch 

Membership  

2010 MEMBERSHIP 

I will be sending out renewals for 2010 this month. Please do fill them out even if your 
details have not changed as I have had a few computer gremlins and need to replace a 

bit of lost info. Please remember you have till the 31 st March to renew then you will 
have to re -join. The fees have not gone u p and will stay at R330 -00 for a year. If you 

have any questions please feel free to contact me.  

A warm welcome to all our new members! 

  

mailto:ikg@absamail.co.za
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Please would all of you ensure that we have e-mail addresses for you in order for 
you to receive updates, notices and messages on a regular basis? Please send 
an e-mail to the addresses below. Thank you.  

If you have not received your membership card or membership stickers and are 
not receiving the Newsletter or e-mail updates, please send an urgent e-mail to 
Shavaun Lesch and I will attend to it as soon as possible. 

If you know of someone who would like to find out more about becoming a 
member, please contact  Shavaun Lesch and a membership application form will 
be forwarded to you as soon as possible. Alternatively you could fill out the 

Membership Form  online, and fax the proof of payment to 086-514-0737 

 A reminder from the Membership desk.  

Please could all club members who either sell their vehicles or resign from the 
club please remove their club logo stickers from their vehicle. This is especially 

important if you sell your vehicle.   

We at the club would not want to re-iterate Vali Moosaôs comments about all 4x4 
drivers being ruffians especially if it is a non-club member driving around and 

behaving like a ruffian, thus giving the club a bad reputation  

 ______________________________________________  

 

Rodget Stearn 

Motormouth  

 

Motor Mouthõs FAQ, and tips page 
 

Now that you have all had a chance to look at the calendar you will notice that we plan a lot 

of long trips, Moz, Lesotho,  Tembe Elephant Park, to name a few  

During these trips we will be coming across local residents who really have a lot more right 

to the en vironment than we do, so I thought it might be the right time to remind you of 

òBush Etiquetteó 

I will be separating them into the doõs and the donõts, this month  

THE DOõS 

mailto:cblesch@iafrica.com
http://www.4wdkzn.co.za/MembershipApp.htm
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¶ Be friendly and polite at all check -points a border crossings, respect the official s, 

you will be able to recognize them by the guns strapped to their hips.  

¶ Familiarise and adhere to the rules and regulations of any conservation areas you 

pass through.  

¶ Camp only in designated areas.  

¶ Before camping near a kraal, ask for permission, if the y require any payment, oblige.  

¶ Never walk into a Kraal without permission, wait outside until someone comes to 

investigate, then ask for permission to enter. Donõt look or peer into their homes, 

they enjoy privacy as much as you do.  

¶ Many Africans like to v isit travelers in their area; it is their way of welcoming you to 

the area. Ask them to join you at your fire; DONõT offer them alcohol, rather some 

cool drink and/or food as a token of your hospitality.  

¶ Be aware of cultural differences, if you want to giv e them something you will find 

sugar and mielie meal are always welcome. 

¶ Donõt cheat them when buying souvenirs, they work hard, offer them a good price. 

Respect them if they donõt want to sell you something, it is obviously very valuable. 

¶ Always ask befor e taking photos, and if they want payment, pay them.  

¶ Use firewood sparingly, better still take your own along.  

¶ If you open a gate, close it behind you.  

¶ Ask for permission before taking any water from a well or pump  

¶ Leave only your tracks when you move on.  

¶ Report any poachers and hoodlums to the local authorities.  

The DONõTõS next month. 

 

From a well rested and relaxed òMOTOR MOUTHó, the countr y side is so much better if you 

share it, rather than try and take it over.  

______________________________________________  

 
Gerald OõBrien 

Driver 

Training  
Hi Guys,  

Well, the New Year has arrived and the Committee are hard at work updating 
the various portfolios and activity dates. 
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I have set aside the following dates for Driver Training.  

 06th February 2010 

 06th March 2010 
 29th May 2010 

 07th August 2010 

 30th October 2010 

 12th December 2010 

All new members must please make the effort to attend as soon as possible to 
prevent exclusion on our Outings.   My contact details are: - 

Landline          039-978-3299 
Cell                 082-874-6138 
Email              gerald@halfway.ws  

______________________________________________  

 
Cheryl King 

Conservation  

This my first article for Traction 2010 and I take the opportunity of wishing 
all our members a happy and prosperous new year.  I do hope you will do 
lots of 4x4ôing and be able to join in all the clubõs activities. 

I spent this last weekend at Penwarn near Underberg in the Drakensberg and 
must say the berg is at its very best.  I was overwhelmed with the bird life.  
Our cottage overlooked a wetland area that was teeming with birds, from 
the usual ducks, to white storks and even a fish eagle.  They boast that they 
have all three cranes breeding on their land.  I spotted two of them but 
missed out on the blue crane which is endangered. 

mailto:gerald@halfway.ws
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What was very noticeable was the huge 
flocks of swallows in the area.  They were 
very active flying around and then resting 
altogether on the phone lines.  Seeing these 
birds in the berg reminded me of the 
wonderful phenomena we have right here in 
Durban ð the barn swallows.  Although they 
are not an endangered species they are 
fascinating birds to get to know.  These tiny 

birds leave their homes in the Northern Hemisphere around mid 
August/September (where they breed) and make their way south down 
Africa right to our doorstep arriving in October. They spend our summer with 
us and then prepare their long dangerous journey back home in April. 

We are privileged here in Durban to have one of the largest roosts in KZN 
and possibly South Africa.  There has been much international interest and 
many scientists come to study these birds here in Mount Morland.  There has 
been much debate as to how the new airport is going to affect these birds.  
Unfortunately òprogressó must go on and although many studies have been 
conducted, we will only know if they are adversely affected by the airport 
when it is too late. 

However, it is not too late to visit Mount Moreland and watch this amazing, 
awe inspiring sight when millions upon millions of tiny swallows come to roost 
in the early evening.  Pack a picnic basket, binoculars, anti-mozzie spray, 
deck chairs, sun downers and arrive at least half an hour before sunset.  As 
dusk falls watch closely as the sky blackens with these birds gathering 
together to drop suddenly into the reed beds and disappear.  Be alert, as 
soon as they arrive (the sky sky will blacken and you will hear them) 
otherwise you will miss out on this spectacular event.  

Remember, these birds leave SA in April, so I suggest you go as soon as 
possible 

Directions:  From the M4 or the N2 North, take the Umdloti/Verulam exit. Turn left towards Verulam. After about 

1km turn right, opposite the Hillhead Farm Estate sign, onto the dirt road. Follow the Mount Moreland si gns and 

the smaller 'Barn Swallow Site' signs for 3/4km into Mount Moreland village. The viewing site is opposite the 

marked parking area.  

GPS Coordinates (decimals)    Contacts:  Lake Victoria Conservancy, Mount Moreland  

Lat: 29°38.51' S     * Hillary Vic kers   031 5681671 

Lon: 31°05.50' E     * Ted Vickers      083  776 1671 

______________________________________________  
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Veronica Taylor 

Public 

Relations  
 

Regional 4 X 4 Challenge 2010   

Jacques has started a new page this year on the website to keep friends and 
members aware of the new Regional Challenge series.  You will find this just 
under the Motorsport block.   In addition to the above, the Club is now also 
offering a "Country Membership".    

The success of this competition, the publicity and the funds it will generate for 
the Club does not only rest with the Committee.    

Each and every member is urged to go out there and promote this event during 
the course of the year.   Invite friends and family to join us providing they 
comply with the rules and regulations that appear on the webpage.    

Remember, they need not compete and are more than welcome as spectators.   
Our fir st challenge will be held at Highstakes on 21 st February 2010.   

I and the 4WD Committee will appreciate any help we can get from the 
membership out there.   There are obstacle sponsorships available for 
companies wishing to advertise their products.   Please ask them to get in touch 
with Kevin for more detail.  

 

______________________________________________  
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Jacques Malan 

Just for a 

Laugh!  
 

Would this apply to you ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


